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PREFACE 


= He violent Perſecution raiſed in 
| France againſt the Proteſtants 
of that Kingaom, eſpecially af- 
ter the Revocation of the Editt of Nantes, 

having made ſo much noiſe in the World, 
and afforded matter of aſtoniſhment to all 
(Chriſtendom, T have wondered of tentimes, 
that none ſhould take in hand the tranſlating 


* of Monjieur Jurieu's Me ap Letters mn 


this Tongue, to acquaint the World with the 
Alethods made uſe of in the bringing the 
Proteſtants of that Country to the Church 
of Rome. They are ſo extraordinary, that 
future Ages will hardly give- credit to 


the Hiſtory of this preſent Perſecution, e- * 


A 2 Jpecially 


The Preface. 


« ſpecially when. they [hall conſider, that 
who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, _ off Ul 
the Principles 0 : Morality, degenerate into 


brute Beaſts, devour zeal 1ſoughle Erwte | 


theit Fellgy-ubjefts,; Chrifh rifftansg-fo þ 


ther” reaſan”® bit for not believins az 


9p. a0. | 


=y tas. 4 


A 


This ou will fee m Manſiew Juzic u's 
Letters, in which he g1IVes 4 particular, -and 
fo fairhfal an eAccount of all the Mat- 
ters of Fatt, as they occtiy in the Series of 
the Perſecution , that he leaves no room to 
queſtion at all what he adfyznces : "for he takes 
a particular cart to be well informed of the 
+ before he commits any thing to the 

Preſs; and moft commonly he 1 Fecerues hjs 
Memoires (as you ſhall fee either from 
thoſe who made their eſcape ont of the 
hands of their Enemies, or from thein who 
are attually muotyed mn the Perſerution, 
' - which we may regfe nab believe to be true, 
being 


Me The Preface, 
bety "p08 Hkely, that People who fuer 
ant holy Profeſſion as the truth of the ah 
of Chrift ts, wonld blemifh it with Lies: and 
| Wrong their own Conſciences with FRI of 
| | from the Papiſts themſelves, whoſe Letters, 
: fall ſometimes into his, hands. He gives at 
large the Hiſtory of the Sufferings, Beha-s 
vL 37 Viour, and Death of our Martyrs and Con- 
| | feſſors. He anſwers the Cavils, the Argu- 
| ments and Sophiſty of the ( onverters, eſpe- 


| { cially the Biſh +7 of Meaux, ſo much ap- 
plauded now a-days ; and thus he enables and 
of frat the 1 ignorant, [trengthens the weak , 


confirms the ſtanding, exhorts thoſe that are 
fallen, comforts the af flited , and ſpeaks 
ſutably to all the Proteſtants, according to 
the Circumſtances they may lie under. 1n a 


Wwerd, it is the Learned and Pious Monſieur 
Jurieu whoſe Letters I tranſlate; themen- 


x 5 tion of whoſe name 1s ſu if fictent to recommend 
bo. them to the publick., He begun to write them 
£ in September, 1686 ; and has ever ſmce 


continued, 


; The Preface, 
continued, and "_yrny ftill. He gives one 
every Fortnig ht ; but if one every Week 
ſhould come S here, he "oe quickly be 0- 
 . Vertaken. 


xk 
» 
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| you from the danger of being ſeduced. But we 
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The Fixsr 


PASTORAL LETTER: 


WHICH 


Treats of the Methods of Converſion 
which are made uſe of at this day 
in France. | 


CO 


"_ 


Dearly Beloved in the Lord, the Grace and Peace of 
our God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt be with you all, 


E aflured, that we are Fellow-ſufferers 

with you, and that from the Haven, in- 

ro which, by Divine Providence we are 

, we cannot without Lamentation 

and Tears behold the mighty Storms and Tem- 
peſts which toſs you, and have occahoned the * 

Wreck of the Ship in which we were imbarked. 

We are very folicitous, as in duty we are obliged, 

conſidering both your and our: Circumſtances, 

what to do for your conſolation, and to preſerve 


{ce 


* 


ſee little probability of this; ſo that till ir pleaſe 


God to"openthe-Doors, which are at this time 


ſhut, we are reſolved to Tpeak to you afar off, in 
hopes that God will not delay to give us an op-' 
portunity to entertain you nearer. But let us ha- 
ſen ro:that which is of greater moment. We do 
not believe that the Croſs of Chriſt Jeſus which 
ou bear, is the greateſt of thoſe Evils you are ex- 
poſed unto, that is your Glory, And we per- 
ceive by Letters that come from thole who are 
ſtedfaſt in the Faith, God is their Comforter, he 
has prevented our Defires, and given ſucceſs to 
our Exhortations, tho at a diſtance from you; 
nay, he is gone Beyond our og, and hath: 
wrought immediately upon your hearts without 
us, and he is in you a living Fountain of Bleſſings 
and Comforts, more abounding than we could 
: We receive from our Confeflors who are 
in Fetters, in the Galleys, in Priſons a hundred fees 
deep, in Torments, in the dark and noylom Dun- 
geons ; we receive, I fay, from them Letters, 
which ſtrike us with admiration , which renew 
che time of the Primitive Chriſtians, and revive 
the ancient Martyrs, which ſhew us that the 
greater the Torments you are expoled unto are, 
the more God hath indued you with ſtrength and 
courage, to overcome then. | 
- What we are moſt afraid of for you, is your 
| being 


- 


| {S] .. 
being Seduced; *the rnany Examples we have al- 
ready before our” Eyes '(give'us ſome apprehenſions 
for all the reſt. Some perfons which were ac- 
counted the Pillars of the Church, have proved 
broken Reeds. The Sophiſtry of the falſe Do- 
ors, who. ſet forth all their - Cunning and Sub- 
tilry to Sedace, have! Perverted :the Underftand- 
ings and the Hearts of many, from whom we 
expected an unſhaken Conftancy. They ingage 
yow in Diſputes, They Contound you wich mat- 
 rers of Controverfſie. "Fhey puc Books into your 
Hands where Falfhoods - are nouriſhed: with all 
the colours of the Fruth. They take from you all 
thar could preferve you fromthe Poyton of thoſe 
Venomous Serpents, who are conrmually Hiſting 
in your Fars. - Our Hands being tyed, and our 
Mouths ſtopped, we have: the grief to ſee the 
Sheep of- our bleſſed -Jeſus rorn' and-plucked . our 
from” the Sheepfold, to be 'Tranſported into. the 
Regions -of the Prince-- of -Lies and Darkneſs. 
What 4s to be: done in this-Cafe:?: Ic is needleſs to 
write: any -more Books.” There:;are: :thoſands 
and thouſands already made; and fome arenew- 
ty come to light, -.inan{wer'to the pernicious ſub- 
tilties of choke falſe:Doors. . They ſtrictly guard 
all: the Paſſages ofthe -Kingdom; - thar:- honeſt 
Men and ar Chriſtians might not ger'our, and 
good Books might-not- enter in. It 'one ſhould 
UO'4 make 


[ ro | 


| make new Books, the ſame. Fate would attend 


them. - The Publick would - be troubled with re- 
petitions, and you be without the comfort of re- 
ceiving any benefir by them. If wemult repear, 
ar ic mult. be with ſome advantage to you. 
Wherefore' we. take in thand to write no more 
Books, bur Letters. Perhaps God in his favour 
rowards you , will make them fly over thoſe 
Rampiers, .which the new Inquiſition has raiſed 
upon. all the Avenues. of the Kingdom ;; at leaſt 


there are ſome hopes they will more cafily over- 


come the oppofitions they make to the deſign we 
have to ſtrengthen you againſt their rempcation, 

We will give you thele Letters every Month, 
or every Fortnighr, ſometimes oftner according 
as things ſhall occur, and your neceſſities require. 
We ſhall endeavour therein to {carter the Mons, 
which we know the Seduicers make ule of to de- 
ceive you. . Among whom the Biſhop of Condom 
(at preſent _ of Meaux) the Converter Pe- 
lifſmm, and Monfteur Nicole, are accounted the 
chief Champions. . They oblige you ro Read 
over and over continually, - The Expoſition of the 
Catholick Faith, of the ſaid Biſhop, ' to diſguiſe 
the Romiſb Religion, and paint Popery to you. 
The ſame Biſhop ſame Months ago Printed/a 
Paſtoral Letter, dire&ed to the new Converts .of 
his Diocels, to the very ſame end,: as to ſeduce 


you, 


notice, of it, that we my make it publick, for 
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you, and hidehe defortnic of their falſe Relj- 
gion from your' view. . They ate nor wanting 
in applauding the ſlender Arguments of Monſieur 
Nicole's Book, Intitled, The pretended Reformed 
convinced of Schiſm. In. that Book” they pretend 
to prove that by way of examination, it is im- 
poſlible to find .out the Truth, and that you can- 
not meet with it bur by ſubmitting your ſelves to 
the. Authority. of the Church.. "The Converter 
Peliſſon has renewed the ſame Arguments in a 
new Book : and this is one of the Books, which, 
thoſe who have. been ſeduced, uſe to alledge as 
a ſource from whence . they, have.'drawn their 
knowledges. Thoſe Books ſha}l ' be'the marter 
of theſe Letters, not to examine them throughly, 
but only to ſhew you the falſhogds of theſe Do- 
ftors, the illuſions of their Sophiſms, and 'the 
fallacy. of what they advance. 

We do not intend to confine our ſelves within 
the bounds of a diſpiite,' becauſe we will take care 
ro acquaint you with the moſt confiderable tranſ. 
actions jn this Perſecution ; and to inform you 
with the paſſages of the Life, Death, and beha- 
viour of our Martyrs and Conftefſors, the moſt 
ſutable”ro your Condition, ' and firteſt for your 


Edification. © Therefore ' we, beſeech: thoſe who 


know any thing of undoubred truth, to give us 


the 


% 


en en nay bn 
——.. 
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the Edification, and-the ſtrengthening of thoſe 
who want.Conſtancy and Courage. 
We will begin by the Biſhop 'of Meaux's Pa- 
ſtoral. Letter to the new Converts of his, Diocels. 
We. pals by- his preamble, to, enter and come to 
that which is more to our: purpole, that is, the 
Method, . wherewith the Reformed .are brought 
to. their pretended Converſion in France, , I do not 


' wonder, lays Mdnſieurde Meaux, My dear Brethren, 


if -you are returned-with ſo. much. forwardneſs, and 
in great Crowds, to the. Church, where your Ance- 
ſftors have . worſhiped God : the Principles of Chriſti- 
anity, as 1 have faid already, and the Baptiſmal 
Vow did call you back inwardly to it. Thiele Gentle- 
tnen boaſt themſelves of the eafie Viftory they 
have obtained, in bringing. back thole of the Re- 
formed Religion to their Church, that is to ſay, 
in forcing a vaſt number of people to ſign un- 
willingly an Abjuration, who are fallen awa 

from the Faith, Es Roan 4) or by the 
fear of loſing their Eftates, or by Tonnents, 
and the Perſecutions of Dragoons. lt is true there 
had been in "this occaſion ſome examples of 


weaknelsthar are unaccountable and unparal el'd. 
We know, Brethnen, thele have-been 
Blocks to you, and they endeavour to prepoflels 


ſ{umbling 
you with them. "They. tell you : if it was the 
rue Religion, why do they not continue ſtedfaft 
in 


[23] 
init. Sonie of our. Brethren have wrote alrea: 
dy, to ſtrengthea you againlt this ſcandal. They 
ſhewed you that 1n the firlt Perſecutions, things 
were carried'on here after the lame manner, and 
that Apoſtaſte was near as general as at this pre- 
ſear time. Since Men in thoſe Ages crowded as 
faft to offer Incenle to Idols, as in our days they 
have been {cen to make an Abjuration. In all 
Ages there had been but few able to bear up a- 
gainſt the Violences of Perſecution, The Mar- 
tyrs are choſen Veſlels, into whom God pours 
an extraordinary meaſure of Grace, to ſtrike an 
aftoniſhmeat into the Enemies of his Truth, to 
confound the weaknels of them that fall, and-to 
confirm the Faith of the Weak. There are Mi- 
racles, bur if they were frequent and ordinary, 
they ſhould be no. longer ſuch. ' If che proſpect of 
| fo:many perfons who have yielded to the Vio- 
lence of Perſecution or to the fear of ir, prove a 
ſcandal to-you; conſider not that part of our Hi- 
ftory. Burt look upon the Courage and Conſtan. 
cy of your Anceſtors, who have Eftablithed che 
Reformation in the laſt Century... Look upon 
thenamber of our Antient Martyrs in thole days. 
Confider their! Conftancy, their Ghriſtian Meck- 
neſs, and Prayers even for their Perlecurors. Con- 
ſider with what Chriſtian xe{lution they ſuffered 
che:greateft Torments, They: have been __w 
399 197 y 


[4]. 


by mo They have ſeen thaie Bowels drop 


into the Flames before they gave up the Gho 
They kept them alive by Art, ſometimes many 


days, ſometimes ſeveral weeks, in thoſe cruel 


Torments, and never a repining word was heard 
from their Mouths. They Prayed for their Exe- 
cutioners.. They gave God thanks. They ſun 
his praiſes. They called upon his Name to the laff 
breath of their lives. When they tell you now 
adays ; if your Religion was True, you would 
be more ſtedfaſtin it. You muſt —_ if our 
Religion was Falſe, its followers wonld never 
have had ſuch an invincible -Conſtancy , and 
tranſcendent Love for it, as to ſuffer Death for 
its ſake. If this had proceeded from a refracto- 
ry and ſtubborn humour, their pains and their 
Death had never been atrended with ſo profound 
an Humility, with ſuch an exemplary Partience, 
with ſuch an accompliſhed Meecknels, with ſuch a 
buraing Zeal, with ſuch a ſincere Devotion, fo 
an entire Submiſſion, and ſuch ſolid and apparent 
Joy as it was. The Spirit of Illuſion cannot work 
theſe things. Thele are the Characters of the 
Spirit of God , theſe are the: Fruits of | Grace. 
Grace which was never given to/Reprobates and 
Plcudo-Martyrs. 73 IV 7001 | 
Brethren, "Theſe _ are.at: a diſtance and 


remote from you; and perhaps: you will hardly 


reflect 
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reflect upon. them : bur ic will be-ealie for you to 
conſider thoſe that are before your. Eyes. They 
are able co inſtruct and ſtrengthen you againſt the 
ſcandal, which the forwardnels of many in for- 
ſaking your Religion give occaſion ro your Ene- 
mies to reproach you with. To this you muſt 
oppole, vn above an hundred thouſand ſouls 
that departed the Kingdom within a year, not 
reckoning almolt ſo many more that have come 
away thele twenty years ſince the Perſecution be- 

n. There are ſome from among them who 
have abandoned all their Eſtates, Honours, Pre- 
ferments, Dignities, Eaſe, and other Commo- 
dities of this life. Theſe were evident proots 
there was no ſuch forwardneſs, and haſte to re- 
enter into the Boſom of the Roman Church. You 
mult oppoſe above forty thouſand, Priſoners, who 
lye either in the Priſons, or the Monaſteries of the 
Kingdom, and who choſe rather to ſuffer in them 
all manner of evils than to embrace the Roman 
Communion, You. muſt oppoſe Perſons of 
Quality, as Monſieur the Marquis of Blrdage 
Condemned to the Galleys, and then to a perpe- 
tual impriſonment , -Monſteur the Marquis of 
Muſſe, who expects daily the ſame Judgment, 
Monſieur the Marquis of Rochegude, and his Sons, 
Monſieur the Marquis of Cagny, Monſieur Be- 
ringhen, and all his Family, Monſieur the Mar- 


quis 
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quis of Lange, Monſieur the Marquis of the Ifle 


of Gat, in the Fortreſs of Angers, and a vaſt num- 
ber of other Gentlemen, who prefer either the 
Galleys, or the Priſons, to the Pleaſures Monſieur 
the Biſhop of Meaux invites them to, that is, to 
joyn themſelves with a Church wherein their 
Forefathers have not worſhiped God, You muſt 
oppoſe a conſiderable number of Martyrs and 
Confeſſors, whereof ſome are in Dungeons that 
are the very pictures of Hell, ſo deep, fo dark; 
fo noyſom, and fo ghaſtly they are, ſome an 
hundred Feet deep in the Ground : ſuch is the 
condition of ſome of our Brethrtn ar Dieppe, 
at. the Hanure, in the Priſons of Humale, and 
other places ; concerning which we may give you 
in time a more particular account. You nmſt 
oppoſe above {ix hundred perfons who are actual- 
ly chained in the Galleys for their Religion. This 
is an account made up not by Hyperbolical exag- 
geration, but given by a Roman Catholick Officer, 
imployed in Maritime affairs, and living at Mar- 
ſells. Wehave his Letter, and (wichour making 
mention of . his name) in time we may produce it. 
Amongſt orhers, this is one Article, Here are fex 


- bundred Slaves of the Reformed Religion, who by 


their patience move the moſt unmerciful Galleys Cap- 
tains to compaſſion, - The number of them muſt 
be yery  much' increaſed fince thar- time, for . the 

| Letter 
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Letter is dated from Marſeillis, June 27. 1686- 
char is to ſay above two mont hs fince-; aud doubt- 
: leſs a great many more are gone thither; and in- 
deed we hear that ſome ſay there aretwo thouſand, 
ſome give out four thouſand. The famous Mon- 
{xur Lewis de Maralles, Advocate of St. Menehoud, 
was not as yet gone there, for he departed from 
Paris in Fetters but the 2oth. of July, and came 
at Djjon but the 3oth.. of the ſame month; from 
@whence at laſt he was brought to Marſeillis, laden 
with a Chain of fifty pound weight, and troubled 
with a violent Feaver that never ceaſed during the 
whole Journey. He is a Conteſlor of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom the whole City of Paris has ſeen 'at the 
Tournelle (a Juſtice-Hall) over-laden with Fetrers 
of an extraordinary weight, and Preaching from 
the midſt thereof. All France has its mane ar on 
him, as upon the greateſt example of Courage, of 
Piety, and Nicety of Conſcience our Age hath 
ſeen. We ſhall give you one day the Hifory of 
his Confeſſion, and lay open to your view the 
Sentiments of his Soul by his own Letters, in 
which you ſhall perceive the Spirit and the Cha- 
racer of the Antient Martyrs. He is one of the 
moſt eminent Confeſlors ; butnot the only, and 
God raifes ſome every day. The ſame Sea Officer 
who wrote from Mar/eillis, that there were fix 
hundred Galley Proteſtant Slaves, adds, Fifteen 
C days 
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days ſmnce. Monſygur de Lezan, 4 Gentleman of | Qua- 
lity, was Condemned to the Gallies upon; a very. flight 
accuſation, viz. for being preſent at ſome Religious 
Afſembly. The next day they put ſeveral perſons to, 
the Rack, mn order to dram an Accuſation from. than, 
againſt. perſons of Quality. Theſe unhappy wretches 
ſaſtamed the ordmary, and extraordary Rack, with 
a. Conſtancy that, terrified: the Judges, and made. the 
Executioner tender hearted to ſuch, a. degree, that 


the Provoſt was-farced to be all' the while in a threatmng gy 


poſture to make- him turn, the wheel of the, Rack 
There was among them a Student 'in Divinity, Na- 
tive.of Noyon. mm.Picardy.. Theſe are matters of: 
Fad, rhetruch of which ought nor to be queſti- 
oned, fince they are atteſted by a perſon. of: a con- 
trary perſuaſion, who is in the Country, and up- 
on. the places where thele Cruelties. are practiſed, 
Theſe are Confeſlors who. witneſs. that the Romiſh: 
Church doth not tind that eafineſs which the Pi- 


ſhop of Meaux brags of, in making the Reform-. 


ed re-enter into its Communion. "Theſe are ex- 


amples of Canſtancy well: worth a ſerious. con-. 
{ideration ; ſince it is far caſtes. to ſuffer Death 
chan the ordinary and extraordinary. Rack : and. 


thele famous Confeflors may juſtly. be ſtyled Mar- 


tyrs. But will you oppolc to.the cafie victory, 


the Converters boaſt of, and which they. ſer out 


wich ſo much noiſeand oltentation tg entice you. 


into 


[ 19 ] 
into the Roman Church'; will 'you I fay oppoſe © 
to theſe Seducers ſome Martyrs, who are with- 
out exception ſuch 2? —_— Monſieur Teifrer Vi- 
guier, ot Durford in the lower Languedoc, who 
was hanged fome months ago in a place called 
Laſalle, only for having ſerved God in ſome pub- 
lick Afſembly. © Gifot, who was Burnt alive at 
Nerac: this poor Gentleman through infirmity 
ſigned to an Abjuration, either out of fear, or 


. by reaſon of the Dragoons Perſecutions, or it may 


be through the feebleneſs of old Age ; (for he 
was near fourſcore years old,) being fallen ſick, 
God reſtored him his former Zeal, tro make him 
obtain the glorious Crown of Martyrdom ; he 
denied to take the Communion in the Roman 
way, and declared he recanted the unhappy Ab- 
juration drawn from him by force. The Prieſt 
ro put in execution the ſentence, that Enjoyns to 
to- give the Commuriton to all ſick perſons, what- 
ever it coſt, forced him to receive the Hoſt, atid 
pnt it into his Mouth ; the old Man fpit' it out 


according to his duty, and upon this he was 


Condemned to the Fire to be burnt- alive : he 
yweae to this herrid tormetit with the like joy as 
did the Holy Martyrs; he was ryed 'to the Stake 
withour any difturbance of mind ;* he ſung the 
praiſes of God in'the midſt of che flarties ro the very 
laſt breath; attd*chis Conftancy made fo ſtrong 
Tak C 2 


an 
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2n impreſſion upon the minds of all the Inhabi- 
rants of Nerac, and ſtruck fo great a terror into 
the Perſecutors Breaſts, that they durſt not pur in 
execution the like Sentence, given againſt one cal- 
led Fabrieres, of the ſame "Town and Country, 
- Condemned alſo to be burnt alive, for having as 
the aforeſaid .Giſot ſpit out the Hoſt pur into his 
Mouth by force. We have not heard yer that 
the Sentence had been Executed ; when it thall be 
ſo, we ſhall acquaint you with it. We have ano- 
ther Martyr of an higher order, viz, Monſieur 
Ray of Niſmes, Student in Divinity, who after 
having Preached eight or nine months in the 
lower Languedoc , bh been apprehended and 
Condemned to Death, and was Executed at Bau- 
catre the 7th. of Auguſt. The Circumſtances of 
his Martyrdom, his Courage, his Anſwers, his 
Piety are £00 eminent and extraordinary to be con- 
- fined in this narrow compaſs. We will give you 
an account of them in the ſeries of this Hiſtory, 
when we ſhall have gathered fromcredible Hands, 
and faithful Memoires, all che parts of the Hi- 
ſtory relating to this glorious Martyr. 

Here are already many, things, Brethren, for 
you to oppoſe to this Sentence of Monſieur of 
Meaux, viz, I do not wonder you are come again 
thronging , and with ſo much forwardneſs to our 
Church. Bur this is not all: cell him for a certain 


truth, 


. Tas J 
truth, againſt, his. pretended _forwardnels, that for 
theſe four months, paſtin-the Lower Languedoc, in 
a Country called Cevennes, and other neighbour- 
ing places, they continue to aflemble almoſt every 
day, in the Woods, , Cayerns, and among the 


*Rocks. The Dragoons, who commonly find 


them out, make a {laughter of them according to 
their order.” . They kill they hang, and Ih 
them into. Priſons ; but this avails nothing.  Ler 
what will be the conſequence, they continue to 
aſſemble. In the Month of June laſt, towards the 
latter end, the Dragoons having found out a Con- 
gregation near Niſmes, killed many upon the ſpor, 
and hung four upon the "Trees. Thele Executio» 


ners withdrew, thinking theſe Servants of God. 


durſt notcome again to the ſame place. But two 
hours after another Congregation was form'd in 
the.very ſame place, about the- dead Bodies, and 
in ſight of the Corps hanging upon the top of the 
Rocks. There is no week | like Congre- 
gations are made, and the like Maſlacres pP__ 
red. They give an account of about threeſcore 
perſons who have been maſlacred in a Congrega- 
tion made between the Towns of ſes and Bagnols 
m the beginning of July. It is reported ſome Wo- 
men were ravithed' and. ſome others had their 
Bellies rip'd open. But we keepthe particulars of. 
theſe matters of fa&t for another, time, For you. 

may 
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-may be aſſured we ſhalbwrice nothing but what is 
certain; and of 'an\undoubted' mth; Wherefore | 
we have choſen rather to-pur off the edificatioti 
you ought to receive from the ſtedfaſtneſs and 
conſtancy-of our Martyts and Conteſlors, than to | 
ſet down-fome things as true,” which' may here- 
after prove doubtful or falſe. It ig enough at 
preſent toſhew the Biſhop of Meaux and his Bre- 
thren, they have as yet no great reafon to boaſt 
themſelves, as if they had obtain'd an eafie con- 
queſt and victory over us. Too ſoon they begin to 
triumph, not, being as yet advanced ſo far as they 
imagine thernſcl ves to be ; we fee already the va- | 
niry of his prediction, Within four months no men- 
tion ſhould be made of Huguenots in France. Theſe 
fair Deſigns are brought ro nought, and the diffi- 
 culty will be found ar-the end. 

As for you, Biethren, the Diſcourſes we have 
entertained you with, and the Objefts we have 
Jaid before your eyes, ought ro make you aſhamed 
if you have bega {o-weak as to: fall, ard excite 
you.to redoubie your ſtedfaſtneſs if. you continue 
as yet ftanding. Bur ler us ſee an Article more 
of the Biſhop of Meaux Paſtoral Letter. 


. - b 
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Letters to the Proteſtants in. Prance, fallen by the wio- 
lence of - the Torments. -- Beſides that they axe written 
by. ſome Men who.could never ' prove their Miion, thoſe 
Latters do- not concern, you at all ; far from having 
ſuffered any Torments,, you never heard @ word of-them. 
T hear | jay the ſame from the reſt of the Biſhops ; but 
for you, Brethren, I ſpeak nothing but what. you-ac- 
knowledge as. well: as 1 ; you are come quietly to- us, and 
You know. it. There are ſome O-jects,, which Men 
can never make themſelves familiar with.. It is 1n 
vainto-look upon them, they are always the ſame, 
and-they ever appearlike Prodigies; Maimbourg, 
Varillas,, Brueys, and a great aunber of. achers have 
been.ſo. bold; as to. ſay, that the Converſions were 
made withourany violence. "They have been an- 
ſwered uponthis matter, and puttotheir lalt ſhifrs 
ſa:far as to; cover, with ſhame impudence ir ſelf. 
But this-1s: to waſh a Blackmore white. Theſe Gen- 
tlemen; have put ona brazen Forehead, and are re- 
ſolved never; to bluſh at. any thing. Judge your 
ſelves by this patcern of the good. faith and lihce- 
ricy, of: your Converters.- You, who have ſeen 
your Eſtates conſumed and. deſtroyed, your Bo- 
digs abuſed, your Neighbours dragged into Priſons, 


; your poor Wifes ſhayed, and clapped- into Nun- 


neries, the faichful” Servants of God caſt into 
Dungeons full of ſtench-and corruption, Some 


others were carried. into Priſons, . whererhe, Water: 
run 
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ruin "under feet ; but to keep them from falling in 
to the precipice; they ſet them upon ſmall narrow 
Boards, upon which oy were tofled night and 
day. Others have bggn burnt and roaſted. O- 
thers have been put our of their Wits, and become 
mad, . for bein Keps awake without any reſt. 
All France _ ſeen it: all Europe is witneſs of 
it:. and yet they have the boldneſs to afhrm the 
contrary of what your ſelves are eye-witneſles. 
Do you think theſe Gentlemen dare not tell you 
lies upon the Centuries paſt, when they entertain 
you concerning the Tradition, and what has been 
{aid and done a thouſand or twelve hundred years 
ago, ſince they have no manner of reſpect for pre- 
ſent trucrhs, and matters of fa&t, whereof fp 
are almoſt as many Wirneſles, as Men alive-upon 
earth. In the name of God refle&t upon theſe 
things, and conſider, when they forbid you an 
examination, when they tell you you mult believe 
rhe Church, ' that is, theſe falſe Doors who 
ſpeak to you, you muſt give credit to what they 
ſay withour knowledge: -Confider, I fay, if there 


is any ſafety to truſt people who are devoted and 


given upto lying, and who have put off all man- 
ner of thame and baſhtulneſs. 

Monheur the Biſhop of Meaux has heard from 
all che Biſhops, there was no Violence practiſed 
. a all cheir Dioceſſes. I would fain know what 
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Definkion theſe- Genelethen pive of violence, and 
what they call Tornnents, Arzong theſe Biſhops 
che Biſhop of Auburn could pivethe lic to the Bi- 
ſhop of Mhaiix; for he could fiot ſay as he did, 
viz, That the Inhabitants of his Dioceſs never beard 
one- word of torments. He went attended with ſome 
Executioners to the Lady S. Hadre Montbrun, 
Widow: of an illuſtrious' General, who had the 
horf6r to coimtmiand in chief the King's and the Ye- 
wttians Armies with fo much Glory. This Bi- 
ſhop, I ſay, attended by ſorrie Miſſionaries and. 
a Provoſt, who brought with him two or three 
Execatioriers; furmiſhed with - all the Inſtruments 
of the Rack and Tofture, could not make good 
the Biſhop of Mearx affertion. If this is falſe, 
why do they tot convirice the Servants and 
the Officers of that Houſe of Falfhood, who have 
{etch it," who told it; arid who have written of it? 
But the - Bifhop of Afaiix hath never done,. nor 
Rev any thinghke it in his Dieces. - Suppofe this 
be_true, it 15 not ſtrange, and he hath no great 
reaſon to wiſh himſelf joy for it ; ſince Paris, and 
the neigbouriag placts were. the lt tha felr the 
{mart of the Perſecution. All France wasftricken 
vittierter; backed Wwrcay, and etlwich blood; 
Paid Brie aw 'Hothing fobid abotcburkngui- 


nity Fi56p8; ind Feniffaries Ydes whh- che Spoils 
of foes wm #d- covered wth- their blood; 
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what wonder -is-it- then, if theſe dreadful Objects 
overcame them -without approaching them? ſince 
the fear of - an imminent = er doth-as much ter- 
rifie us as the immediate ſenſe-of a preſent evil in- 
flicted upon'us ;'nay, ſome who ſunk under the 
apprehenſions of puniſhment,” wich courage: ſu- 
ſtained ir when it was inflicted. The Dragoons 
of -Bearn, 'of Aquitain, of Poiftogy, of. Languedoc, 
'of Normandy made Converſions for the Biſhop of 
Meaux. After this let him boaft himſelf if he can 

of his eaſte Converts. ' | | 

Bur I am weary to confute ſuch impudences by 

matrers of fa&, which our Perfecucors deny, and 

by ſuch Witneſſes as they reject. Bur ler us ſee, 

whether Monſteur Meaux will contradict himſelf. 
He wrote his Paſtoral Letter in April laſt, a lictle 
while before Eafter, to invite and prepare thenew 

Converts to the next Communion ; and exactly 

ar the very ſametime he wrote to one'of his Dio- 
ceſs; the following Letter, which is come to hand. 


————————_— DE ce ————_ 


Meaux, April 3. 1686. 
Monhieur, ; 'A 73! | 1 X J's it: 
Continue'to write to- you without being, dif." 
couraged at the Anſwer you made to my firſt 
Letter ; I did too well perceive a ſtrange Cha. 
racter, and a-Miniſters Style in ir.to atttibgre, it to 


you, 
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you. | Ina word, } found that ic proceeded not 
from a Judgment fuch-as yours. ue (ippoſe it 
did, yer would I not ceaſe to invite you to a re- 
turn. I ſaw in a Letter you wrote to Ma- 
dam /... that the true Church doth not per- 
ſecute; What do you mean by. that, Sir 2 Do you 
underſtand that the Church it ſelf doth never 
make uſe of Force ? Ir is very true, ſince che Church 
has bur ſpiritual Arms. Do you mean that the 
Princes, who are the Sons ,of the Church, ought 
never to draw the Sword God. has put into their 
hands, to deſtroy his Enemies > Will you dare 


ſay that againſt the Judgment of your own Do- . 


ctors themielves, who have maintained by ſo ma- 
my Books, that the. Republick of Geneva could, 
and ought to condemn Servetus to the Fire, for 
having denyed the Divinity of the Son of God ? 
But withour alledging any Examples, and the au- 
thoriry of your Doctors, tell mie in what place of 
the Scriptures Hereticks and Schilmaticks are ex- 
cepted out of the number of thoſe Malefactors a- 
gainſt whom S. Paul ſays, God himſelf has 
armed the Princes? And it you would not allow 
Chriſtian Princes the puniſhing of ſuch heinous 
Crimes, becaule injurious ro God, muſt not they 

uniſh them becaull they are the occaſion of trou- 
die and ſedicion in the Governiment? * Do you not 
ſee clearly that you are grounded upon a falſe 
- > "WY Principle ? 
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Principle? And if it was true, then were'the 4-- 
riqns, the Neſtorians, the Pelagians in the” right a- 
gainſt the Church, ſince it were they who were 
perſecuted and baniſhed, and the Catholicks 
thoſe who then perſecuted. and baniſhed them. 
And at this preſent time the Catholicks' who are 
puniſhed with death in Sweedland, and in man 
other Kingdoms ſhould be in the right againſt 
thoſe that call themſelves Evangelical, and each of 
them at his turn ſhould be in theright and in the 
wrong, in the right in one place, and inthe wron 
In another, and Religion, would depend upon un- 

certainties. But this is too much upon this Subject 

| to convince as good a Wir as yours. Know only, 
| that when it pleaſes God to leave us to our own 
thoughts, the beſt Judgments are biafled with the 

leaſt appearances. The fear of worſhiping Bread 

fands ( according to your prejudice ) up6n better 

rounds, Conſider in the mean while ( withour 

| | Arras 2 Controverſie, that muſt needs go be- 
| yond the bounds of a Letter ) conſider, I (ay, it 
{ was the like fear that cauſed the Arriqans, and the 
Diſciples of Paul of Samoſatus, to ſay that they 
would not give the Divine Honors to a Man, to 

2 Child, tre a Creature what perfections and pri. 

. vileges ſoeverſhe was endowed with. . It was hu- 
man reaſon, ſenſes and prejudices that' inſpired 
them. with thoſe empry fears. Take care thar your 
Religion 


- 
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Religion ( after their exawple doth nattoo much 
depend vpon the lonſes and -buman reaſon, infa bke 
caſe, andthat'yowr-non-complianee/dpth nor.'pro- 
 ceed from an habit to fajlpw their Ditares, How- 
ever yau {ce your Refarmers have done- nothin 
elſe :but renewing :the quarrels ended: ſix-hundre 
years ago, when  Berengarius ſtirred them, and 
x you queſtion the judgment given againſt 
him, the others with.as much reaſon may que- 
ftion all- the: preceding Councils ; -and- here we 
are to. examin again, all that has been Decreed, 
as/jf we did but now become- Chriſtians, and 
If all rhati our Fathers 'had_ Decreed - was good 
for noching!; this ſhews in 2 word, that if Chri- 
ftians, when they cannor agree ypon the lence of 
the Scripture, 'do, not. acknowledge a ſpeaking 
and living Authority, to. which they fbmit them- 

ves, the Chriftian-Church is certainly the weak- 

of all the Societies in rhe World, the moſt ex- 
poſed to deſperate and xemedilels diviſions to the 
Navators, . and.  factious:; Se&taries of -all | ſorts. 
Fhis1s:20 Objection. which your Miniſtess with 
all: cheic.fubriley could never Anſwer ;/ they fatl- 
ihe chemſelves when they alledge ſome examples, 
wherewith they pretend ta proyeitbe -Conacils 
have, not. always well determiged. All thoſe 
examples; afe falſe or ilt alledged ; and in very 
litle time yay that are ingenuous might be” con- 
— | vinced 


IS 
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Viriced of /it; 7d receive th Sur niiuch 
xredutity; © -wvat iever Than 3%! 

-wirhour Inliting. longer Proc. things, png 
ſider only; if it is like that God, | who: has per: 
:mitted: there ſhould be pA many depths i inthe ScrÞ- 
pturey;/ and that many Schiſms ſhould {ſpring fron 
thence among' thoſe who  makeiprofeliiqn, of it, 
conſider, I ſay, if God has left no. means/to his 
Church tro compound them, andif rhere,js;:no 
other” remedy ro heal Diviſions, - burto. ler every- 
one believe according to his fancy; -and- ſo. lead 
Men þy degrees to the indifferency of Religion, 
which'is/ the greateſt of all evils. Think, Sir, 
"Think upon -this, Conſult .: your own choughts, 


and not your Miniſters ſubrilcies, who, ler _ 
will come of ir, are reſolved to. defend their 

judices, rather thad be: accounted fall; bes 
Nay, -this is not enough;: Jokdeace Vheke chings.; 
pals by the' places where the No appearsa 


liccle intricared and difficult. Ir is better to ſee the 

ſiniplicity of a- Brother endeavouring ,togwin)His 
Beocker,- than "the nearnels.of -an obored Dil- 
courſe; ' * Come, -and be affured rhat I willdo'all 
for your petfon, which I eſteem, which is dear 
wy Ay 4 am heard: Me ,oott WIL 


- Tous Oe . "Thusſi wg ſa c 


Vinny: Benignt, Biſhop of Meats. 
Having 


ICT ones, till our next, which weſhall 
ve- you in a few days ; : becauſe this is only as a 
Preface to the reſt. In mean w bs we recom-. 
mend you to the Grace of God, and to his Mer- 
CY. - Amen. | 


September, 1. 
1686. 
s 


